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CM lays foundation stone for TN’s
first sea turtle conservation centre

Chennai, Feb 6: Chief Minister
M. K. Stalin on Friday laid the
foundation stone for the state's
“first sea turtle conservation
centre” at Guindy, marking a
major step in marine biodiversi-
ty preservation efforts.The spe-
cialised facility is being set up at
Rs 14.50 crore under the World
Bank-aided Tamil Nadu Coastal
Restoration Mission (TN-
SHORE).

The centre is designed to act as
a hub for the protection of

endangered sea turtles through
scientific research, community
participation, and long-term con-
servation strategies. Taking to
'X', Supriya Sahu, Additional
Chief Secretary, Environment,
Climate Change and Forests,
highlighted the state's progress
in marine conservation.

She noted that sustained
measures had led to a record
surge in turtle hatchling num-
bers. According to official data,
the number of hatchlings

released into the sea increased
from 1.16 lakh in 2020–21 to a
record 2.87 lakh in 2024–25. “The
foundation stone of the centre
was laid by the Hon'ble CM
Thiru M K Stalin, marking a
significant milestone in Tamil
Nadu's conservation journey,”
Sahu wrote. She added that the
new centre would further
strengthen efforts to secure the
future of endangered species
through science and communi-
ty-led initiatives. — PTI

Stalin unveils statue of Karl Marx
Chennai, Feb 6: Chief Minister
M. K. Stalin unveiled a statue of
German philosopher and politi-
cal theorist Karl Marx here on
Friday.He had announced in the
state assembly in April 2025 that
the Dravidian model govern-
ment intended to honour and
commemorate Karl Marx, whom
he described as a revolutionary
global leader. Flanked by his
cabinet colleagues, the chief
minister unveiled the statue,
which was erected at a cost of

Rs 85.80 lakh, and paid floral
tributes on the occasion.

In a social media post, Stalin
said the installation of the stat-
ue symbolised the state's com-
mitment to progressive ideals.
"Installing Marx. Uninstalling
inequality. Chennai reaffirms
red. The commanding statue of
Karl Marx now stands at the
Connemara Public Library,
Chennai," he said. The CM
added, "We draw strength from
progressive ideas, no matter

where they come from. When
forces of domination attempt to
prevail, we resist them. This is
the essence of our Dravidian
model." Leaders from various
political parties, including
CPI(M) Tamil Nadu Secretary P
Shanmugam, CPI Secretary M
Veerapandian, VCK chief Thol
Thirumavalavan, MDMK chief
Vaiko, and Tamil Nadu
Congress Committee president
K Selvaperunthagai, were pres-
ent at the event. — PTI

CM Stalin inaugurates AC 
manufacturing plant in Chennai 
DC CORRESPONDENT 
CHENNAI | FEB 6

Chief Minister M.K .Stalin opened a new
air conditioner and compressor manufac-
turing facility of Mitsubishi Electric India
in Chennai on Friday. Inaugurating the
facility virtually Chief Minister  M.K.
Stalin said, “Chennai continues to serve as
the manufacturing backbone of Tamil
Nadu, anchored by a deep and well-estab-
lished industrial ecosystem. The inaugu-
ration of Mitsubishi Electric India’s new
air conditioner and compressor manufac-
turing facility reflects the state’s growing
potential and our commitment to enabling
businesses from India and across the
world to strengthen manufacturing,
expand operations, and grow sustainably
in Tamil Nadu.” Atsushi Takase,
Managing Director, Mitsubishi Electric
India, said, “India is witnessing a rapid
growth for energy-efficient and high-qual-
ity air-conditioning solutions.

This facility will support this growing
demand through local manufacturing,
while enabling us to respond faster to cus-
tomer needs, strengthen quality control,
and ensure sustainable operations. It will
position India as a core hub within
Mitsubishi Electric’s global air condition-
ing business. Aligned with the progressive
industrial vision of the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment, this investment underscores our
long-term commitment to India, Tamil
Nadu, and the country’s manufacturing
ambitions.” The Chennai facility has been
developed with a total investment of
approximately ?2,100 crore, underscoring
Mitsubishi Electric India’s long-term com-
mitment to strengthening its manufactur-
ing footprint in the country." Among oth-
ers Consul General of Japan, Muneo
Takahashi were present on the occasion.

MINISTER FLAGS OFF
NEW STATE EXPRESS BUS 
SERVICES TO CHENNAI  
Chennai, Feb 6: Tamil Nadu Transport
Minister S S Sivasankar on Friday flagged
off new state express bus services from
Jayankondam and Andimadam to
Chennai to meet the growing travel
demands of the public.According to a
statement from R Mohan, Managing
Director of the State Express Transport
Corporation, the new service from
Jayankondam will operate daily via
Vriddhachalam, departing for Chennai at
9 pm. Another service from Andimadam,
travelling via Srimushnam, will also
depart daily at 9 pm. The inauguration
ceremony was attended by Jayankondam
MLA K Kannan, Mohan, local body repre-
sentatives, and trade union officials. 

Sabarimala gold
‘loss’ case: Jayaram 
summoned 
Kochi, Feb 6: The Enforcement
Directorate has summoned actor
Jayaram for questioning in the
Sabarimala gold "loss" case linked money
laundering investigation, officials said on
Friday.The central agency is also in the
process of summoning Unnikrishnan
Potty, the alleged prime accused in this
case. He recently came out from jail after
obtaining bail from a Kollam court in the
same case, that is also being investigated
by the Kerala Police Special Investigation
Team (SIT). Actor Jayaram has been
called for questioning in the Sabarimala
case, officials said. It is understood that
he would depose before the agency in the
next few days.

The Kerala Police SIT had also ques-
tioned Jayaram sometime back in
Chennai. A video of the actor and Potty
performing a puja together were reported
to be the basis of Jayaram's questioning
by the SIT. The actor had then denied any
wrongdoing and said he had no links with
the company where the replating of gold-
clad artefacts of the temple was done or
its sponsors.


