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= 16 July 2026: Top Current Affairs News
GK

1)On July 15, 2026, Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid homage to which
stalwart of India’s freedom movement and former Chief Minister on his birth
anniversary?

15 SIS 2026 T, NTH o1l HIET o HR o Tl 3Mialelel & fohd fGaaret 3K
ﬁﬂmﬁm@rmq?maﬁaaﬁw

A. C. Rajagopalachari / Y. TSTeNaTeITRy

B. K. Kamaraj / &. SERTST

C. M. G. Ramachandran / TH. ST, T#@TGsT
D. C. N. Annadurai / €. U=, 3ie=Tlgls
Answer: B. K. Kamaraj / &. HIHAITST

Explanation: Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid homage to Thiru K. Kamaraj
on his birth anniversary on July 15, 2026. He remembered him as a stalwart of
India's freedom movement and an exceptional public figure who dedicated his
life to nation-building, education, and inclusive development.

mnamﬁaia#lﬁ’rﬁwsm'ém% T TI% oh. RIS ST ST W 3o AU ol
&1 Ieeie) 3% R & TadAT JiereleT & Ueh feeret 3R Irse fayator, e 3k
AR fahrT & fIT 319 Shaed AT e aTel Ueh 3THTURUT JAATdH b 9
# I1e [

Effective July 16, 2026, the Indian government increased the windfall tax on
diesel exports to how much per litre amid global oil price surges?

afRaeh T O e el 3l hIHA & 3BT & oIl 16 Sells 2026 &, Rl THR o
SroTeT Tl OR FSWier $oRT Tareht Tohelal a3 feaT &7

A. %10.5 per litre / ¥10.5 9T ollex

B. 12.5 per litre / 12.5 9fa elieX
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C. %14.5 per litre / T14.5 9fd oliex
D. 15.5 per litre / ¥15.5 9fa afiex
Answer: D. %15.5 per litre / 315.5 9Tl @il

Explanation: Amid global oil price surges due to escalating US-Iran tensions,
the Indian government increased the windfall tax on diesel exports to 15.5 per
litre and on Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) to %14.5 per litre, effective from July 16,
2026.

W%Waﬁm%mmaﬁréﬁaﬁrmﬁm%m,
H T THR & 16 S[ells 2026 U Srofer foiaiTey uR faswhier &g dgTeht 315.5 Ui
aﬁaaﬂzvﬁwmmﬁsam(mmqﬁmsq%aﬂawﬁm%l

3)The auspicious Jagannath Rath Yatra for the year 2026 commenced on July
16 in Puri, Odisha. During this Yatra, the deities travel from the Jagannath
Temple to which temple?

a¥ 2026 & foIT 4T STaTe=I1Y IY AT 16 STellS i 1T, mnﬁaméél SH grET
3 ERTT, STITATeT ST R AR ek i1 AT el 87

A. Lingaraj Temple / folaRTeT A
B. Gundicha Temple / 3[fsaT AfeY

C. Konark Sun Temple / &l0T& g3 HfGT

D. Muktesvara Temple / HFdaR AT
Answer: B. Gundicha Temple / 9]fS=T HfeX

Explanation: The world-famous Jagannath Rath Yatra commenced on July 16,
2026. The occasion honors the annual journey of Lord Jagannatha,
Balabhadra, and Subhadra from the main Jagannatha Temple to the Gundicha
Temple, which is believed to be the home of their aunt (Mausi).

fared fetr Stete=1rer T I7aT 16 Sells ZOZGQQWE‘él g HTE HIdTeT
ST, Wﬁﬂ%ﬁmmﬂnﬁiﬁ?@mﬂﬁiﬁaﬁrmﬁa
ITAT ST FEATA Gh{dlg' mm@rmwwmm’e‘l
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(4)On July 15, 2026, the Union Cabinet approved the second phase of the India
Semiconductor Mission for a six-year period with an outlay of how much
amount?

15 SIS 2026 Y, il HIAHS 1 6 I8 ol IdTe & [T 'Sf3aT AeTehserex
fAR1" (India Semiconductor Mission) o G&R =0T &I FHs{T &, fSIEehT Fer
gReaa (outlay) fohder 872

A. 376,000 crore / 376,000 13

B. ¥1.27 lakh crore / ¥1.27 &T@ aXI3

C. %1.50 lakh crore / ¥1.50 oTQ HUS

D. %2.15 lakh crore / ¥2.15 @TQ &S

Answer: B. 1.27 lakh crore / 1.27 91 &g

Explanation: The Union Cabinet approved the second phase of the India
Semiconductor Mission with an outlay of 1.27 lakh crore for six years. The
scheme focuses on subsidizing the semiconductor supply chain, including
manufacturers of gases, chemicals, and critical inputs used in chip production.

FEIT ATIASH o Bg quT o foIT 1.27 oG FUS & IR & T 33T
#TchseFey TR & gHY TXOT i HoL & &1 g AISTell T Scurest H 39T
ST aTell 3T, T 3R Ageaqol gaqe & A3 afgd deiehssret 3Ty
Sl &l AfeHsT &t T Hied 8

(5)Which nation became the first to reach the final of the 2026 FIFA World Cup
after defeating France 2-0 in the semifinal held in Texas?

SFATE H IANTIT AFBEAST H BTl 2-0 T g il AT T 2026 HIwT faea
%9 (FIFA World Cup)asmﬁqg'aﬁwwaaraaw%?

A. Argentina / TSt
B. England / 3343

C. Spain / &

D. Brazil / siTsiler
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Answer: C. Spain / T

Explanation: Spain became the first team to reach the final of the 2026 FIFA
World Cup by defeating France 2-0 in the semifinal held in Texas. The goals for
Spain were scored by Mikel Oyarzabal and Pedro Porro.

T AT H AT AHBISAT H BT &l 2-0 F g 2026 HIFT [aed 9 &
Wﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ?@%l@ﬂ?ﬁvﬁwmaﬂw@
ORI & et fohu|

6)In July 2026, the International Cricket Council (ICC) approved a new
qualification pathway for the 2028 T20 World Cup and backed a proposed
16-team global tournament for which category of nations?

STlTS 2026 H, IaRTSET fohehe IRWE (ICC) o7 2028 €120 faeg &9 & forw v
el AT B Fo & 3 Aofr & deit & T 16 At F IR o F
TEATd I FHIA fRar?

A. Test-playing Nations / ¢¥< Welel aTel 42T

B. Associate Nations / THIfATE g2r

C. Affiliate Nations / FS&T (Affiliate) &21

D. Under-19 Teams / 3i33-19 &

Answer: B. Associate Nations / THIfaue &er

Explanation: The International Cricket Council (ICC) Board approved a major
revamp of the men's ODI and T20 World Cup formats. It also backed a newly
proposed 16-team global tournament specifically designed for Associate
nations to make the sport more competitive globally.

IRISERT fohehe aRWE (ICC) a8 & JwiT & FaTs 3HX €120 faed & wreedlt 7 va o135
SGATd P FoT A §| S8 Wl i [I2d T R 318 wfaeatdf aarer & fow faQ
9 @ TafTe 42if & forw e AU yedriad 16-8T & A cteie &1 off aade
e

(7JAmid rising tensions in the Middle East, the US military launched daytime
airstrikes in July 2026 targeting Iranian coastal defense and missile storage
facilities on which strategically located island?
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ALY Y9 H Tod dl1d & &, AR 8Tl o Slells 2026 H fohg oA gdid W)
Mmrmmﬁmwmﬁﬁﬁammmmmm?

A. Qeshm Island / 32# gdIq

B. Kish Island / &Ter gdia

C. Greater Tunb Island / JeX Te AT

D. Sirri Island / f&{f gdra

Answer: C. Greater Tunb Island / #eX JA &dq

Explanation: In an escalation of the ongoing conflict, the US military launched
daytime airstrikes targeting Iran's coastal defense systems and cruise missile
storage facilities located on the strategically important Greater Tunb Island.

ol Tg HEY o TG0 o 1Y, AR AT & 0TeAicleh & H HgeaquT ‘Al Jod
Wwwmﬁmrwmﬁﬁtmﬁwmmﬁaﬁ
ﬁemmﬁm%ﬂﬁmﬁg&r@mml

8 To bolster air defenses amidst the escalating West Asia conflict, the United
States State Department approved a weapons sale of approximately what
value to Saudi Arabia on July 15, 20267

afRee TiRIAT HuY & de-1 & o gars &I hl Holqd HA & [T, G T
aﬂﬁw%ﬁé&rﬁmﬁ15mﬁzozeﬁmaﬂﬁwm1 96 Tterg St
a;g@waaﬁraﬁrmfr@r%’?

A. Israel / oISl

B. United Arab Emirates / gl 3e 3T#RTT
C. Saudi Arabia / §3¢) 3R&

D. Egypt/ g

Answer: C. Saudi Arabia / 3dr 3R

Explanation: The US State Department approved an estimated $1.96 billion
weapons sale to Saudi Arabia to bolster its air defenses amid the escalating
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war in West Asia, citing the importance of supporting a major non-NATO ally in
the Gulf Region.

AR fager e o @rdt &7 & Ueh v IR-ATCT Fe el o FHAT il &
mﬂmaﬁw W@mﬁaﬁm?ﬁmﬁsqls STd Y AT
W%Wﬂﬁmaﬁmﬁa1 96faﬁuama€gﬁumaﬁrfaﬁaﬁ
Aol &1

9)In July 2026, US-based nuclear fuel company 'Clean Core Thorium Energy'
was in the news for responding to safety concerns over its advanced
thorium-based nuclear fuel technology raised by which Indian organization?

SIS 2026 H, AR AT TAT] ST il ‘Felled X ATRIHA Tefoll’ 3T
WWWW%&HWWW%WWWW@WQ
e RT3 T STare oY & FHIOT =T A oA

A. ISRO / SERT (R 3cARET JTaeeT Taree)

B. DRDO / SI3TRESI3T (I&TN 3Tl U fIehrd HITae1)
C. BARC / 1T URATV] 3eTHTe e,

D. AERB / 9ATY] 3ol e &S

Answer: C. BARC / $ITHT UR&HTU] 3TeTHETT she,

Explanation: US-based nuclear fuel company Clean Core Thorium Energy
responded to safety concerns raised by India's Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre (BARC) over its thorium-based nuclear fuel technology, as discussions
continue over advanced nuclear fuel development.

AR [EUT IRATI] SeeT el Felled IR ARIH Teoil' o 37
WWWWWWW%WWW%’
(BARC) aamwé’mémﬁﬁmﬁwmﬁm wﬁamwéﬁm
e o 7= S &

] In July 2026, the Official Spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) clarified that the Indian passport is fundamentally a document meant to:

SIS 2026 H, fa&r HATRT (MEA) o 3TTRIehTReh Farehell o T o foh TRl
meﬂwﬂmmﬁa%mmw%
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A. Serve as the ultimate proof of citizenship / sITITRedT & 3ifdH gATOT & TT A
T el

B. Regulate the departure from India of citizens of India / {Rd & ARTRHT &
R T 9T I fafaafad wear

C. Authorize permanent residency abroad / fareer # Tl foiare ar rferehc
AT

D. Guarantee visa-free travel globally / faRd T 9 dISIT-FFT AT T IR SAT

Answer: B. Regulate the departure from India of citizens of India / R &
ARG & AR § J€UTH I fafrafaa e

Explanation: Clarifying the status of the document, the Official Spokesperson of
the Ministry of External Affairs stated that an Indian passport is primarily meant
to "regulate the departure from India of citizens of India," weeks after a debate
on whether it serves as a strict citizenship document.

mﬁa@rﬁaﬁaﬁwmg,ﬁ?&rw*mmﬁmﬁ:
Teh AR JIHGIC &1 ITATHS 36627 "HRA & AT & AR I TEUT &l
fAfrafAd T §1 I8 TISEER0T 38 96H & To gl 16 31T o F47 I8 T
& ATITREAT SEITAST & 9 F HRT HIAT &
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