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== 22 August 2026: Top Current Affairs
News GK

(1 The Union Cabinet chaired by PM Narendra Modi recently approved the
establishment of a permanent bench of the High Court of J&K and Ladakh
in which Union Territory?

JUTAAAT sg ANGT T TCTETAT H el AMAFST o gTel &7 A fohy gy fAT weer
H STFA-HHAR 3R elegra 3 #OrTerd i Teh TART 96 (Permanent Bench)
Fzrrfﬁ?rwﬁrﬁﬂaﬂa’r%"?

A. Jammu / STFEF

B. Ladakh / slcar@

C. Chandigarh / I3191G

D. Puducherry / ggeRT

{4 Answer: B. Ladakh / clgar@

Explanation: The Union Cabinet approved a permanent bench of the High
Court of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh in the Union Territory of Ladakh. This
will become the court's third judicial location alongside Srinagar and Jammu,
greatly improving access to justice for people across Leh and Kargil.

FTCETE & GIENTST & ARTINEI ol AT UTet H AT & foIw T Hidsie o segrg
ﬁmwmﬁ?dqqlu 3T SIS ﬁ?ﬂ%?ﬁﬁﬁmﬁmagl
ST 3R ST 35 T 7 ST AR 21T bt |

.2) The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) recently approved
five major infrastructure projects worth ¥13,041 crore, including the
4-laning of NH-22 (Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi-Sonbarsa Corridor) in which
state?

31T AT i Hidete HATT (CCEA) o gTel €1 7 313,041 13 T 5 AT
o GRS &l Aol &1 8, Torast fha s # NH-22
(Wmmmm)m ~oleT TISIRTOT AR 82
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A. Uttar Pradesh / 3a% 92T

B. Bihar / fSgR

C. West Bengal / 9fa# S3mmer
D. Odisha / 3132
(71 Answer: B. Bihar / [SgR

Explanation: The CCEA approved four railway multi-tracking projects worth
9,450 crore and the 4-laning of National Highway 22 (NH-22) in Bihar at an
estimated cost of 23,591 crore to decongest critical transport routes and boost
regional connectivity.

0 YRS & dgd [0gR H ART-A4Tel BYAT A NS dTel
AT -HIATHE-HIASTHT TS TSTAT (NH-22) T 4-S1 ST ST,
SO &1 Seifarefads 3R AR 1 gerdr Hera|

3Which diversified Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC) became the
first in India to launch exclusive branches dedicated to "Loan Against
Silver" under RBI's formal framework?

3TRET3TS (RBI) & famde & & dgd 9Rd H "dier . F7OT" (Loan Against
Silver) & o7 FATIA fARAY AT & FTeT dTell Tgell TeTTThET (NBFC) st &
AT 87

A. Muthoot Finance / HYT BTg-1d

B. Manappuram Finance / WW

C. Paul Merchants Finance / 9fel AdcH Blgd

D. Bajaj Finance / SISl g

("4 Answer: C. Paul Merchants Finance Iﬁmm

Explanation: Paul Merchants Finance Private Limited (PMFPL) launched its
dedicated Loan Against Silver product, establishing exclusive branches across
India following the RBI's Lending Against Gold and Silver Collateral Directions.
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HRET3TS EaRT Fiet 3R TET & Feel FOT gt o saaries a7 o & a5
Oie AUCH BISAd &2 T Ugell TASIUHHT 51 15 & Tordey ey & deel ollel & folv
AT AT Y& A 8 |

(4 The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) signed
an MoU to integrate PulsePro data insights into which national portal for
data-driven infrastructure planning?

golereifoterd 3R FAT e AR HATerd (MeitY) & Ser-3menfe girandy arar
m%mmu@umﬁq—aﬁ(mswro)%ﬂmaﬂmm

e Al fohar 872

A. PM GatiShakti National Master Plan / 9TuaT arfaeifard I8¢ AR oot

B. PAIMANA Portal / 31T 9iéer

C. Digital India Bhashini / 3faicer gf3ar siof

D. BharatNet Portal / fiRdsic 9icer

(71 Answer: A. PM GatiShakti National Master Plan

Explanation: MeitY signed an MoU with PhonePe to integrate PhonePe
PulsePro insights directly into the PM GatiShakti National Master Plan platform
to enable intelligent, data-driven planning for national infrastructure.

3 TTSERT & dgd BTy & olslceT 3R AffEr 3T saarsed & drus sifafaa
AIEer & SST ST Arfer AR arar TRATSTATHT 6t At 3R e 1 @dw
ST & YN 9T 17 &1 37 Feh |

5)Jindal Steel Limited recently signed an MoU with which premier Indian
institute to establish a dedicated Centre of Excellence (CoE) for
High-Strength and Value-Added Steel?

fSieer Tt fafAes o g1ef & & g18-55Y 3R Aog-uss &0l & fw vk wAfia
e 3T TR’ (CoE) T el 8] Fohde Jo7W HEUTT & AT arslelm fehar
87

A. lIT Bombay / 3TTS3TSeT STe
B. lIT Hyderabad / 33115 &exTaTe
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C. IIT Kharagpur / 3T$37T$T @sehqT
D. lISc Bengaluru / 3TS3MSTHHAT saTe[e
{74 Answer: B. IIT Hyderabad / 3TTS31TS¢T §e1dTE,

Explanation: Jindal Steel signed a pact with the Indian Institute of Technology
(I'T) Hyderabad to establish a state-of-the-art Centre of Excellence at its Kandi
campus in Sangareddy, Telangana.

HIEITSET BeTaTE o st TRAT H TAT §lel dTell TG SchSedl shg Soolcl [HA
T3, T &THT aTel TETeT 3N TR ITHUTT o [ 9T higd gl

_6)President Droupadi Murmu recently gave assent to the Taxation and
Other Laws (Amendment) Act, 2026. This law exempts which entities from
income tax on government securities interest and capital gains?

Tregafel GIadl 7 & gTel &1 7 reTel AR 317 efel (HeivereT) Jrferfargs, 2026
I F &1 &1 Tg efat TR FTAsforal o saret 3R afterey omet & fohe
FEATHT T 3TAHT T TeTol Il 672

A. Foreign Institutional Investors (FlIs) & Bank for International Settlements

(BIS) / faeely TEamaTd faaere 3R 3nsvy

B. Domestic Retail Traders only / hadl Ee] Yl STARY

C. Agricultural Cooperatives / ¥ TgRI HATIAT
D. Domestic Private Banks / &e] Tl seh

(74 Answer: A. Foreign Institutional Investors (Flls) & Bank for
International Settlements (BIS)

Explanation: The Act replaces the earlier ordinance and exempts FlIs and the
Bank for International Settlements (BIS) from paying tax on interest and capital
gains arising from investments in Indian government securities, boosting
foreign capital inflows.

g fafaTe fagel arEmiferar fAaere (FPIs/Flls) 3R fi3mstd s TRERT
wfcrstferat o 31foia samst 3R JETerd omst Uv 3T BT YeTel T § dlfeh ol 3
faeelt fAaer i serar e |
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_7)Defense Minister of Japan Shinjiro Koizumi visited New Delhi in August
2026 for high-level bilateral defense talks. Who is the Union Minister of
Defence of India who hosted the delegation?

SATATe o T&T FAT RIGIRY SIS o w2 T fauef ardh & fou a8 feeel &
mm|mwmmwmmmmmﬁmo

A. Amit Shah / 31fAd 2T

B. Rajnath Singh / T &g

C. S. Jaishankar / TH. S/

D. Manohar Lal / #ATET &1l

(71 Answer: B. Rajnath Singh / T&=TY &g

Explanation: Union Minister of Defence Rajnath Singh held comprehensive
talks with Japanese counterpart Shinjiro Koizumi in New Delhi to review
Indo-Pacific maritime security and deepen bilateral defense equipment
cooperation.

Fera &t HAY Tty T8 o St Gaehet & 6 dooh I fe-eiid aiF 7 FHa
GR&TT, TYF Vo7 373918 3 &M FieITNRT Fgalar v gavetm |

(8 The Centre for Marine Living Resources & Ecology (CMLRE) under the
Ministry of Earth Sciences released a comprehensive National Report on
Deep-Sea fishery resources in which city?

g2l fa=ileT HATET & g HHET Shifdd damere T qrikfEufashr g (CMLRE) &
mamﬂ?@maa?mmwwwmﬁqﬁaﬁaﬁr%?

A. Visakhapatnam / faem@radets
B. Kochi (Kerala) / &ifTa ()
C. Chennai / =15

D. Mumbai / Hs$

{4 Answer: B. Kochi (Kerala) / hITTd (h3eT)
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Explanation: CMLRE released the 'National Report on Deep-Sea and
Distant-Water Fishery Resources of the Indian Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ)' in Kochi as part of its Silver Jubilee celebrations under the Deep Ocean
Mission framework.

FIfTT H 379611 ToTd T FARIE & ITE I CMLRE & HRd & 9w 3fde a1
(EEZ) & 91gR THg: o HEY 3R THA HHTHSAT o dATloteh Hediehat T IeqT
Rare SRy |

9In Sports, the Indian Men's Hockey team secured an emphatic 5-3
victory against which arch-rival team in their high-stakes World Cup clash
in August 20267

Well #, HRAT TR glehl ETF o 3TET 2026 H 379 HeedquT T4 T Hebrael 7
fre FeR-fdgded && &1 5-3 | guan?

A. Australia / 3iTEeforr

B. Pakistan / 91fehedrel

C. Germany / STH=T

D. Argentina / 3TSiCT=T

74 Answer: B. Pakistan / 9ifaredre

Explanation: The Indian hockey team produced a commanding performance
to defeat Pakistan 5-3 in a thrilling group stage clash, advancing firmly to the
next stage of the tournament.

meaﬁﬁ%nﬂm@awmﬂamwmﬂaﬁs 3FTIRA
Wwﬁz%m@raﬁﬁmﬁrmw@n

] According to India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra), India's GDP growth
forecast for FY 2026-27 (FY27) has been revised upward to what
percentage due to lower crude prices?

$fear Ieaq Us RET (Ind-Ra) & 3THR, T Tel T 3Tefehel hIHAI o HROT
o< av¥ 2026-27 (FY27)$%@W@WWRWWW
forcet gfarera & fear T g2

A.6.5%
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B. 6.8%
C.7.2%
D. 7.5%
Answer: B. 6.8%

Explanation: Ind-Ra raised India's FY27 GDP growth forecast by 10 bps to
6.8% (up from 6.7%), citing lower international crude oil costs and resilience in
domestic industrial activity.

T T Ind-Ra o cRIASERT e ool hl hidAd! 7 AT 3N el fafaaor &
A TR A 1 3TTeh TaehTH ST o 37T AT &l TTehT 6.8% T G &
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